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What Does The Retail Report Tell You ?

The Retail Report reveals what you can expect the customers in
your defined retail trade area to spend in 2000.

The Retail Report shows the number of dollars residents of your
trade area spend each year on over 100 different types of products
-- products such as food at home, food away from home, furniture,
appliances, apparel, prescription drugs, toys, reading material, etc.

The Retail Report is not a listing of national figures or projections; it
is a customized report that gives you accurate and definitive
information for your own trade area.

A demographic and socio-economic profile of trade area residents is
included -- both a snapshot of their characteristics today and a five
year projection of their changing characteristics.

Who Can Benefit By Using The Retail Report ?
Current owners of businesses within a given trade area;

Business owners who are thinking of opening a store in the trade
area;

Entrepreneurs who are determining what type of business to open
or who are deciding on a business location;

Bankers and others who are deciding whether or not to invest in
specific types of retail businesses;

Downtown directors and other economic development professionals
whose work entails business retention, entrepreneur development
and business recruitment; and

Downtown revitalization leaders, Downtown directors, economic
development professionals, and local elected officials who want
sound information that lets them speak with certainty about their
Downtown's potential to sustain specific types of retail businesses.
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How Can Downtown Directors and Economic Development Professionals Use

The Retail Report ?

To attract customers to Downtown by creating a mix of strong businesses which

appeal to trade area residents.

To raise the confidence of investors in the profitability of your business district.

To help existing businesses become more profitable -- so that Downtown's rate of

business turnover is lessened.

To fill building vacancies with the types of retail businesses that can succeed and

thrive in your district.

To strengthen existing businesses and lessen business closings by:

To improve the variety and selection of retail goods offered in the business district

by:

showing existing business owners what trade area residents are
spending their money on;

helping business owners determine how to cater to those shopping
preferences -- and capture more shopping dollars; and

enabling them to develop a business plan that is based on realistic
market data.

showing existing business owners that there is money to be made
by expanding or revising the types of retail goods they sell;

showing existing business owners that there is money to be made
by opening additional types of retail businesses in the business
district; and

targeting specific types of retail businesses -- so that you can
actively recruit those businesses having the greatest potential to
succeed and remain in your Downtown.
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To attract additional businesses to the business district by:
providing definitive data that shows a market exists for the retail
goods they sell.
How Can Business Owners Use The Retail Report ?
Business owners frequently ask, "How much money do residents of Downtown's
trade area spend on the retail goods | sell?" Or stated another way, "How do |

know there's money to be made in Downtown?"

The Retail Report allows you to answer these questions with certainty and
authority by quantifying:

what the market is for particular retail products;

the spending potential of residents in your trade area for particular
retail goods; and

the current "economic pie" -- how much money is being spent on
various retail goods by residents in your Downtown's trade area.

To better plan, manage, and grow your business -- by using the information in The
Retail Report, business owners can:

set annual benchmarks for how much of the "economic pie" they
intend to capture for their business -- measured in anticipated gross
sales receipts for YOUR Downtown;

set an annual budget based on their gross receipts benchmarks;

make informed budgeting decisions about how much to spend each
year on inventory, overhead, advertising, staff, etc.; and

complete a business plan that persuades their banker to extend a
commercial loan to them.
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How Can Entrepreneurs Use The Retail Report ?

The Retail Report shows the sales potential within a given trade area for over 100
types of retail businesses. This would be invaluable in order to:

compare the markets for a variety of different retail products;
determine what type of retail business to open;
complete a realistic business plan before opening that business; and

persuade bankers and investors that a strong market exists for the
type of retail business being opened.
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