
 

Today, visitors can enjoy strolling 
through downtown protected 
from sun and rain thanks to the 
overhead sidewalks. There is even 
an outdoor music system to add 
to the experience. SkyMart is part 
of the Turkey Creek greenway trail 
and itõs a great place to watch a 
parade from! 

Some famous residents have left their mark on our city. 
Davy Crockett, a frontiersman, politician and warrior who 
won acclaim during the battle at the Alamo, grew up in  
Morristown. Davyõs father established a successful tavern 
here. Less than a mile east from downtownõs Main Street is 
the Davy Crockett Tavern Museum. This reproduction of 
the original tavern is located on Morningside Drive and is 
open May-October for tours. 

For over 150 years,  Morristownõs Main Street has attracted 
folks from near and far to its many shops, restaurants and 
special events. Today, a 111-acre area, nicknamed the     
Crossroads District, remains the cultural and commercial 
heart of our town.  Historic residential districts, traditional 
commercial streets, government buildings, churches and 
parks create a diverse and welcoming neighborhood. Here 
you truly can live, work, shop, dine and have fun all day 
long! 
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Asheville, NC 

Many of the buildings from 
the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries still line Main 
Street, but our downtown 
looks a lot different from 
most others. Visitorõs often 
ask òIs that a second Main 
Street overhead?ó Why, yes! 

In 1963 a devastating flood and fire prompted a major 
urban renewal project which created ôSkyMartõ, a second-
story sidewalk system running along both sides of Main 
Street. SkyMart was inspired by Englandõs Chester Rows 
and received international recognition for its innovative 
approach to traditional business district expansion. 

~Est. 1855~ 

Another interesting character is Melville M. Murrell, a local 
Methodist preacher who developed his own ôornithopterõ, a 
bird-like flying machine with wings that flapped, when Wil-
ber and Orville Wright were just kids. Melville patented his 
òGreat American Flying  Machineó in 1877.  

A permanent exhibit is on display at the 
Rose Center on W. Second North Street. 
Rose Center is also home to  Mountain 
Makinõs, an annual October event      
celebrating the heritage of Appalachian 
culture through crafts, music and food. 
The event has been recognized as one of 
the Top 20 events in the Southeast. 
Learn more at www.rosecenter.org. 

www.CrossroadsPartnership.com 
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Shop.  Dine.  Explore! A One-of-a-kind Town 
April 28, 1855 was a banner day...Morristown was officially 
born. It all got started because two important early travel 
routes intersected here. One was òThe Big Roadó, a major 
stagecoach route connecting Baltimore to Knoxville. The 
other was known as the òDixie Highwayó and linked    
Detroit with Miami. With the addition of the railroad, the 
city began to grow rapidly  during the 1800õs.  Before   
Hamblen County was created in 1870, Main Street was the 
dividing line between Jefferson and Grainger Counties. 

Did you know? 
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